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| Occaſion oftheir lateSeverityto ſeveral of their ( 
Inhabitants,meerly for their Differ Perſwaſion 
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ſhip towards God. 
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Made publick,on the behalf of the 7. ent {| afring Diſſencers Þ 
within this Kingdom. 
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'ro-hear of the * Miſeries of Mcn Innocent +: I Grew? In 2 
Þ uprighr,againft whom you have nothing WR hs 


ſcienceqa God: Serprize, That you, a Pro. gion ate 
'$eftant- Stateihould employ yourCivilPow. .«»d Water 


-their Conſciences, and ARing according 
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TO THE 


© Sa Council | 


OF THE 


STAEES, &c: 


The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, who : 
God of all the Families of the Earth, incline. 5 
your Hearts to Fuſtice, Mercy and Truth, * 


T*: Noiſe of your ſevere Treatment of ſeyeral Perin 
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thar are Inhabitants of your State, reproachfully term 
QUAKERS, hath reached theſe TON re ond 
wah Compaſſion and Surprize - C 


t> objec, bur the pure Bxerciſe of their Cov. 
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er to Deter, Puniſh and grievouſly AMiR Fi N= => r | 
Men for Anſwering the Convidions of. i 
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to the beſt of their Underſtandings, Methir thould 4 | 
Kr aha your own Condition in the Zoyas of yer Anteftorss 
w hoyyou think, with great —_—_— &)ulticc Aremion + 2dvbaated 
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the Cauſe of Liberty of ' Conſcience againſt the Popes Bulk and' thi 
Spaniſh Inquifitionz how!did they- 4*utirbriſtiea all: Force on Con- 
ſciencegor Puniſhment for-y#9u-Conformity.* Theirown many and: 
large Appt articwylarl eir Demands at the Dzets of 
Norimbers by 7, "ire. coofsin the Caſe?” and your: 
Practice doth not leſſen the Weight of their Reaſons ,. on the 
ontrary, it agoravates your Unkindneſs, let me ſay, Injuſtice, 
Proteflants. (and ſuch you glory.to be thought) got their Name: 
dy proteſt ainſtHmpoſition 3 and Y you: tyra: Impoſery ?- 
They condenfined ty 4nd will. you ph, affc it ? ;T hey thomphe: 
At 2 Mark peculiar tothe Beaſt, and can yoarepute it the Cort of 
"2a Chriſtian Magiſtracy ?- I meanythat Perſons muſt not live under: 
your Government, unleſs they receive your Mark in their Fore- 
Jeedor Right-hand? which ih plainer Terms is, to-ſubmit their - 
Conſcteaces to your Edits, and bo wot your Leone, What Religion 
#hey ſhould be of.. Remember, that Fatth is the Gift of Cody. and,, 
that What is not of Faith is $iy:: Nothing can be more {lareaſona- 
-- ble,” then to compel Menco believe againſt their Belief, or to» 
trouble chem. for pratifing what.they believe, when it thwarts, 
. Dot.the Moral Law of God... bs 
--  Youdoubtleſs take yourſelves to be Chrifians,and would efteem: 
3t:no little Injury to be otherwile repreſented; yer what more s- 
- -«briſtian, then to uſe External Force, to ſway the. Conſciences of: 
Men aboue the Exerciſe of Religious Worſhip? 
© CHRIST Feſue, the Liord.and Anthor of the Chrifian Religions, 
©" eenfur'd hit own Difciples,that would have had Fire fromHeaven: - 
2o deſtroy thoſe thatconform'sd not ta what their blefſed* Maſter. 
. ,2Zaught: Are you ſarer of your Religion? Are you better Chriſtians? 
{-- Or, have you more Chriſttan-Authority, then they chat were the 
* Þ.:choſcuWitneſſes of Jeſus 2- However remember, they cad bur- 
 : "for Bice from Heaven; and can you tindle Fire on, Earth ro devonr - 
 »-thems Them, 1 fay,that mpg own People, meerly.for their - 


- Religious Diſſcor trony. you. Doubrigls,if that was chen thought: 
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kofit Argument toinduce Men to Conformity by kim tharwas 
wiſer then Solomon, it reflets greatly upon your Modeſty and Pruw + 
dence, that you {FouJd findout new Wayes, or rather 61d exploded 
ones ro-effect ſo ill a.Defign.. Beſides, you donorſay, youknowall 
"_ ought to know, or that there is nothing further ode revealed x. 
ave a Care therefore, that you perſecute not Angels,:by being: 
harſh. ro that: which you call Strange : Think not ill; much Jets 
fpeak,. and leaſt of al! a& that which is ſo againſt what youdo not. 
rfefly underſtand. 1 am well perſwaded, that thoſe you inflid& 
ſuch ſevere Penalties upon, mean well in what they believe (to-be- 
Gare much berter-then you think rhey do, or elſe you arc extremely: 
to blame) and rhat the Reaſon of their preſent Diſtance from you,is- 
not to introduce or infinvare Dangerous or Exotick Opinions; .but- 
tolive a Life of more Holineſs , Purity and Self-Denial, then be-- 
fore: They db nor: thiok that youwals up to your own Principles, 
:and have Reaſon to belicve. that the Power of Godlineſs is much: 
loſt among you z and having long lain nnder-a Decayand Languiſh- 
ing of Soul for Want of true ſpiritual Nouriſhment, they have now- 
beraken themſelves to that Heavenly Gift & Greceof God'in'them« 
ſelves for. Divine SatisfaRion, even thar Holy 4neinting that-is able: 
to rcachthem all things neceſſery for chem to know,. as the Bleſ- 
| ſed Apoſtle ſpeaks ; and they find the Joys of the Holy-Ghoſt in ſo 
: doing :* AndlI amperſwaicd, they are not leſs Peaccable, Sober,,, 
Joſt and Nrighbourly then formerly, and altogether as- confiſtene 
with the Proſperity of Civil Socicty, and- lam fure; it is both 
| found and confeſt amnng us here by ſome Men of Quality, Learning- 
and Yirtve: Further, be pleaſed ro confider with your ſelves, thas: 
you juſtifie the ancient Perſccutionsof the Chriſtians and firſt Re-- 
formers, whoſe Super iors thought as ill bf themz. as you do et theſe - 
Men ;z nay, you ſhow the Papi's whar to doin cheis Deminions to 
ur own Brethren... Doas you would be done by: ityou-wouldi 
Have. Liberty, pive it 3 you know: that God's Witneſs iz yourr 


Kearts dictates this to you as an Immutable Law. - 
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= *Deuld you give Faith, it were more extuſable for you to puniſh 
ſuch as ſhould refiſt , bur. ſince that is imapeſſible,the other is uarca- 
* ſonabley for 'tis coafflit Men for net being what they can't be, 
-. unleſs; they tura &ypecrites ; Thar'is the bigheft pitch your coercive 
: Power .canarriveat ; for neverdid it cotvert-or preſerve one Soul 

' - to God inſtead thereok, it offers Violence upon Conſcience, aud 
puts 4 Maa either apon the Deoial of his Faith and Reaſon, or be- 
ing deſtroyed for ating according to thera: Buc whae greater Diſ-- 
proportion can there.be, then what lyeth between the 1a:elief} of 
Mao,' ead Priſons, 'Fines and Baxifhwensts : They inform no Man's 
Judgment, reſolve no Doubts, convince no Underſtanding « The 
Power of Per(waſionis not to be found -inany ſuch Barbarous ARi- 

. Ons, -20 morethen the Do&rine of Chrifie#ry, This Courſe de- 
'*® LZadProperty ſtroyes the Bodies and * Eftares of Men, -inRtead 
which rhey rogues Of ſaving their Souls : Were they in the Wrong, 
themſelves Guer- "it would become you to uſe Ged's Weapons, his 
Hians of, ts bereby Swords of the Spirit, that ſaverh-the Creature, and 


let. ſlayerh- the Evil in him z This Conrſe tends ro 
-Heart+Burnjngs and DeſtruRion z I am ſure itis ao Goſpel- Argu. 
ment. 


1 beſecch you for vhe ſake of rhar LardFeſws Chriff, that ſuffer'd 
fo patiently tor his own &cligion, and-ſo ſharply prohibited making 
_ -0thet Men to Suffer for theirs; that you would have a Care,how you 
exerciſe Powee over Mens Conſciences, My Friends, Conſcienceis 
Gaqd's Throne in Man, and the Power of it, his Prerogative: "Tis. 
40 ulorp his Authority, and boldly aſcend his Throne to ſex Lords 
ovcrit, Were their Converſation Scandalous, and Deſtruſtive 
-to the Goed of-yourState, you were tobe beld excuiables Bur 
wercely,no Man of Mercy andConſcicuce,” can defend yomrPraQice 
-upon poor Men fo peaceable and Tnoffenfive, Gawelle! will riſe up 
in;Judgmearagaiaſt you,-if you perſevere in this Courſe, Donor 

. you help to fill the Catalogue of Ferſecuters, in much Love Tin. 
treat you.z butas becomes Cbriſtion men gnd truc Proteftants, leave 
-MCK 
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men to their particular Perſwafions of Aﬀairs relative of the othet-? 
World, which have noill AfpeQon the Aﬀeairs of this, but Vice 
hath an evil Conſequence as ro-borch : Therefore puviſh ice, and 
affc& Trath and Rightrouſnef, andabend not your Civil. Power to. - 
Torment Religious Difſentcrsz bur ro rerrive good Life, lamen- 
tably loſt amidſt the grear Prerences chat are made'to-Relrgion,... 
Doubtleſs, Magiffracy was both ordained of God,. and cleced b 
Men, to be a Terror to Evil-Doers,, aud not to them that do well, 
of different Judgmenrs. You oppugn the Zemern Church for aflu- 
ming/#falibi/ity.co her ſelf,and yet your own Pratice maketh you. 

iryof the ſame Preſumprion or worſe : For,either you do exer- 
ciſe char Severity upon an Infallible Knowledge, er yon do'net; 
if you do, yor53ke that to your ſelves, your Principles deny to any 
Church whatever, which is a ConcradiQtion if you do not, you 
puniſh People for not corforming to what you your ſclves deny. 
any Certainty about: And how do you know but-you compel them 
to that which is falſe, as well as that which is true ? Verely,this 
Dilemma is not eaſily avoided, as well as that this iohuman Pra- 

Rice will ſtain your Profeflien,. infame. your Government, and: : 
bring a Blot upon your Poſterity.. 

Remember that they arc 'Men #5 well as yourſelves, .born free, 
and have equal Plca to Natural and Civil common Priviledges- - 
with your ſelves: The different Periwafion of their Cooſciences: - 

- about Things relating v0 another Life, can xo-wayes render them 
-uafir for this;ic acichet Unmans nor Uacivilizes chem, They have : 

the ſame Right to their Liberty and EY as ever, having b 

no Pradtice of theirs in the leaſt forfeited any of thoſe human Ad. 

yantages, the Great Gharters of Nature.and Scripture-have con-= - 

fert'd upon them : And the 0pulency of your-Neighbours,and Prof. 

. perity of. their Aﬀairs, prove to you that-/ndaigence is not.inegnh- 

ſteat with Policy ; howbeir, = have now -tryed the Sincerityet 
their Procedare by what you have alrcady inflited, aad they fy- - © 

ſtained; Let che Time paſt ſuffice,and make them not ogy 5 
Rn EY By , . 06. SY 
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For'their Eonfcientious/ Contavcy. If they are in the Wrap, 
enore then they know : Will you perſecute Mea for being what 
they muſt be, if they will be true to themſelves, this were great 
Violence;rather Commilcrate;then thus ripleduy Compe them, 
I beſeech' you, ſeek ſome cheaper Way to accommodate” your 
ſelves, -then by their DeſtruRion, who are {o yery remore'trom 
ſccking yours, 0b! the Day willcome, wherein one Ati of Tendernefs 
about Matters of Conſcience, ſhall find a better Reward, then all the Seve» 
rity by which Men ufe to propagate their Perfwafioms in tbe World ; and 
there iz'great-Reaſonforir, ſince the one flows from the Sawiegr, 
the ocher, from che Defroyer of Mer, In fine, Let your Moderation be 
#nown anto all Men, for the Lord is at hand, whoſe Reward iwith bim;, 
«nd he will recompence every Man, Family, State, Kiogdom and 
Empire ,arcording to the Nature of cheir Works ,comultted 1m this mare. 
#4l Fedy, at whole Baric ſhall aever be laid to your Charge, that 
vut of Fear of talktiag God's Office our of his Hands, and being an. 
merciful co render Conſciences, you admitced Mea of differing 
J ears to dwell quietly among you, truly, you cannot be 
tender inchis Poinrc. | "25", 
Imitate the God of Nature and: Grace, by being propitious ts 
all; hi Sun ſhinech on «ll, his Rain falls onal, be gives Life and B 
#oall; his Grace viſits all, and in Times of Ignorance be winketh: An 
though (ach you may repute ours, I hope you cannor think you 
' wink at it, who make {uch broad Takeas of your Diſpleaſore, 
. "Oh! how forbearing and merciful is he cowards you? Have you 
ſo lately eſcaped che. Wrath of Encmies,aad can you already hs 
ſharply treat-your Friends * Had heenter'd into Judgment with 
yon, whit had become of you? Let his Goodaels to you prevail 
with you, tocxpreſs Clemency to others, that ſo the. Great God 
of the whole Earth, evea the God of the Spirits of «ll Fleſh, whori- 
| þ/ yon the Perſons of the Rich, Pear, or Powerful in Fudgment, raay 
_ Sbwyou Mercy is the day of bis Righteous Judgments, Ames, 
Londen, the 14th .- W.P. 
Dreember, 1674. hs 


